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Slovakia. Nor had the Czechs in positions of high authority denied
these miscarriages of constitutional intent. They laid it chiefly to
lack, as ,yet, of competent personnel in positions of responsibility.

But what were such instances of discrimination by comparison
with the brutal repressions of foreign groups in Italy, Poland, Jugo-
slavia, Rumania, Germany, Hungary? Had Hitler been consumed
with a real passion for retrieving the wrongs of German minorities
he would have turned his wrath and his vengeance first and
foremost on Italy and on Mussolini.

No German minority anywhere endures the contumely and the
degradation which are visited on the Germans in the Italian Tyrol.
Though she had assumed no legal obligations at the Peace Con-
ference to honour the rights of minorities in her midst, Italy had
quite officially committed herself to a moral obligation to do so.
On September I7th, 1919, in a speech in Parliament to the
representatives of Italian minorities, M. Titoni, Italy's delegate to
the Versailles Conference, had assured the world that his country
had no intention of saddling them with any repressive measures,
above all she would respect their lingual and cultural aspirations.
On December ist, 1919, in a speech from the throne, King
Emmanuel made a similar declaration and stated specifically that
his country would honour the local institutions of alien peoples.
In 1922 in accepting, as did other members of the League of
Nations, the resolution of that body favouring a liberal policy
towards minorities, Italy went on record for the third time and
most officially as a champion of minority rights. Yet under
Mussolini not a vestige has remained of what little respect Italy
had originally shown for the fulfilment of her widely proclaimed
and self-imposed moral obligations. Neither the Germans in the
Southern Tyrol of whom there are 257,000 nor the Littoral
Slovenes and Croats of whom there are 525,000 have had parlia-
mentary representation since the coming of Mussolini and his
Fascist regime. Mayors and secretaries in the minority regions
have been exclusively Italians.

Of the language rights of minorities not a shadow has remained,
Hardly an institution in these districts but has undergone a drastic
process of Italianization. In all contact with authority Germans,
like Slavs, are obliged to use only the Italian language regardless